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ThE TrUtIhS Of ChRiSTMAS 

LukE 2:1-20 



The Nativity Scene 

After hearing the Christmas story, and singing "Silent Night" a 
Sunday School Class in Sao Paulo was asked to draw what 
they thought the Nativity Scene might have looked like. One 
boy did a good likeness of Joseph, Mary and the infant, but 
off to the side was a plump roly-poly figure. 

The teacher, afraid that he had somehow worked Santa Claus 
into the scene asked him who that was. She wasn't sure 
whether she was relieved or even more worried when the boy 
responded, "Oh, that's Round John Virgin." 

Verses 1 - 3: 



It came to pass... 

The story of Christmas is no myth. 

It happened in a very real historical setting. 

It's not "once upon a time in a galaxy far, far away..." 

Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman... 

...in those days... 

Luke was very specific about the time, the place, the setting 
for the birth of Christ. 

The setting - 

Caesar Augustus - grandnephew of Julius Caesar 

The first Caesar of the united Roman Empire 

Brought to an end 1 00 years of civil war. 

Pax Romana - the Peace of Rome 
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Peace & prosperity 

Some said he should be called a God 

Not the first time God had used a pagan ruler to carry out 
His designs - Cyrus, Nebuchadnezzar, Darius. 

...there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the 
world should be taxed. 

Root of this word means "thought or idea." 

(This word is very important in our story. We will come back 
to this idea later.) 

Augustus had a thought. He needed to tax the people to 
pay for all of the internal improvements. But he needed to 
have an idea of the population of each province. 

Thus, a census, a more accurate translation of the word 
translated "taxed" in the KJV. 

By his authority, he set the plans in motion, and unwittingly 
prepared the way for the birth of the Messiah in the city of 
David, Bethlehem. 

Verse 3 And all went to be taxed, every one Into his own city. 

Verse 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city 
of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 
David:) 

Approximately 70 air miles. Same distance from Griffin to 
Athens or Griffin to Columbus. 

...Bethlehem... 

Micah 5:2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou 
be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in 
Israel... 

How appropriate that Jesus would be born exactly as 
predicted 800 years earlier. 
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Originally, the city's name meant "the house or sanctuary 
city of Lahum." "Lahum" was the god of war of the 
Canaanites. This is the belief of James Kelso, an 
archaeologist who spent years working in Palestine. He 
says, however, that "After the conquest of Palestine, the 
Jews revocalized the blasphemous name Laham to make it 
read lehem which means "Bread." So Bethlehem means, 
"house of bread." (J. Hampton Keathley) 

John 6:35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of 
life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he 
that believeth on me shall never thirst. 

Verse 5 

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 

As we say last week in our study of the genealogy of Jesus, 
Mary, too, was a descendant of David and also needed to 
be registered. 

Almost all of the trip uphill - and nine-months pregnant - 
and all on foot or possibly on the back of donkey (although 
there is no mention of a donkey anywhere in the Christmas 
story). 

Verses 6-7 

6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered. 7 And she brought 
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in 
the inn. 

This is Mary's son, not Joseph's. Joseph was the legal 
father, not by conception, but by adoption, and the rightful 
heir of Joseph as the firstborn into his family. 

In Luke 2:33 we find the words, "and Joseph and his 
mother marveled at those things which were spoken of 
him." It does not say "his father and his mother marveled..." 

Luke carefully guarded the doctrine of the virgin birth of 
Christ. 
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You might be interested to know that several years ago... 

... Redbook magazine took a poll of students in Protestant 
seminaries. 56% of those students studying for the ministry 
rejected the idea of the virgin birth. 

If the liberal church is not even ready to accept the deity of Jesus 
Christ and His virgin birth, it seems rather obvious that the world 
wouldn't be beating a path to embrace this truth either. 

John MacArthur 

(Jesus) had to be the child of man and yet the child of God, 
and that's exactly what He was. He was born of a sinner and 
yet He was sinless, because He was equally born of God. 
Deity cancelled humanity's curse: the water of the nature of 
God drowned the fire of the nature of man. 

. . .swaddling. ..manger 

Swaddling was a normal procedure. The birth of Jesus was 
normal. Only his conception was miraculous. 

In the Middle East, people traveling long distances were often 
met with many hardships and trials on their journeys. In the 
event of a death in travel, the body could not continue to be 
transported for many days. 

For that reason, travelers wrapped a thin, gauzelike cloth 
around their waist many times. If someone died on the 
journey, the others would use this cloth, referred to as 
"swaddling clothes" to wrap the corpse in before burying 
them. 

When Jesus was born, there was no room in the inn, and so 
Mary and Joseph possibly used a nearby stable for Jesus' 
birth. With no other cloth to use, Jesus was wrapped in 
"swaddling clothes" - possibly those of his earthly father, 
Joseph - the cloth normally reserved for a person's death. 

The manger itself may not have been made of wood, as our 
pageants and nativity scenes suggest. It may have been 
carved out of the stone of the cave that formed the stable 
related to the inn. 
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What is the significance? 

This scene was repeated 33 years later. 

Luke 23:53 And he (Joseph of Arimathea) took it (the 
body of Jesus) down (from the cross), and wrapped it in 
linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, 
wherein never man before was laid. 

The King of Kings and Lord of Lords came into this world in a 
lowly manger and was wrapped with burial clothes - in truth, 
He was born to die for the sins of all mankind. 

Verse 8 

. . .shepherds. ..keeping watch over their flock by night. . . 

Migdal Eder was the watchtower that guarded the Temple 
flocks - those who were being raised to serve as sacrificial 
animals in the Temple. These were not just any flock and 
herd. The shepherds who kept them were men who were 
specifically trained for this royal task. They were educated in 
what an animal that was to be sacrificed had to be and it was 
their job to make sure that none of the animals were hurt, 
damaged, or blemished. 

Micah 4:8 And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong hold 
of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the 
first dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of 
Jerusalem. 

It was a settled conviction among the Jews that the Messiah 
was to be born in Bethlehem, and equally that he was to be 
revealed from Migdal Eder. In the Targums, paraphrases of 
the OT Aramaic, there is added to this verse, "This is the 
place, where in the last days Messiah shall be revealed." 

In fact, this may be the very location of the manger in which 
Jesus, the Lamb of God, was laid after his birth. 

Verse 9 

...an angel of the Lord came upon them . . . 
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Usually depicted as floating in air, but the words generally 
refer to someone standing nearby. 

The appearance was totally unexpected, though. 

. . . glory of the Lord. . . 

Remember the "decree" by Caesar Augustus. His "thought or 
idea" set the stage for this whole event related to the birth of 
Christ to take place. 

The word "glory" finds its meanings in the same root word as 
does "decree." 

It refers to a thought or an idea. (We even use a light bulb to 
represent a new thought!) 

Caesar thought that all of this was his plan, never realizing 
that he was in fact carrying out the will and the plan of God. 

... shone round about them... 

The presence of God revealed in light. 
J. Hampton Keathlev 

They were completely encompassed in light. 

This was nothing less than the shekinah, the brilliant white 
light of God's glory, which represented the holiness and 
presence of God in the Old Testament. 

In the Old Testament this glory appeared 

■ to Abraham (Acts 7) 

■ in the tabernacle (Ex. 40:34-35) 

■ in the temple (I Kings 8:11) 

■ and was the glory which Ezekiel saw depart from the 
temple (Ezek. 10-11). 

Because of the disobedience of His people and their lack of 
repentance, God went silent. 
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And now, after more than 500 years, God's glory - the 
visible blessing of God's presence among His people - has 
returned. 

In the New Testament, in addition to this passage, this light 
was seen 

■ at the transfiguration (Matt. 17) 

■ by Stephen (Acts 7:55) 

■ by Paul (Acts 22:6-11) 

■ and will be seen by all who are welcome into the 
New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:11, 23) 

The glory of God - "the celestial splendor in which God sits 
enthroned and his divine effulgence, dazzling majesty, and 
radiant glory" - is revealed to shepherds. 

The thoughts and the mind of God, revealed in light. 

Look at verse 15. 

. . .Let us now go. ..and see this thing . . . 

That which is of the Spirit has been revealed to sight, (cp. 
John 1:1 andHeb. 1:1-3) 

Verse 10 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

The word here is the root of our word evangelize. 

Verse 1 1 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord. 

The angel said, "I give you the Gospel - the good news of 
the coming of the Christ." 

What was the reaction of the shepherds? 
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Look at verse 17. 

...they made known abroad the saying which was told 
them... 

The word "saying" refers not just to a message, but the 
subject of the message. 

The shepherds spread the "good tidings" - not so much 
about salvation, but about the Savior, Jesus Christ. 

The natural response of anyone who accepts the truth of 
the Gospel of Christ is to share Christ with the world. 

.born this day... 

Born. 

His life as a man began here, but He was born because He 
/sthe Savior. 

He was not born to become one. 

This was no accident. 

There were no emergency meetings in heaven to deal with 
the sins of man. 

God did not look down one day on a sinful earth and decide 
to send a Savior. 

This was His plan "from the foundation of the world," and 
there is no Plan B. 

Micah 5:2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou 
be little among the thousands ofJudah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting . 

The real reason for the season of Christmas is to fulfill the 
plan of the Trinity - a plan that has always existed. 

Christ came for the express purpose of creating "sons of 
God" for the "glory of God." 
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Here within these few simple words of an angel we find the entire 
Gospel of Christ revealed to a small band of shepherds. 

No wonder they were frightened. 

But the story is not over yet. 

Verse 13 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying: (Notice that it doesn't 
mention singing - only saying.) 

The first angel came to proclaim. 

These angels came to praise. 

When the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and 
understood, it is always accompanied by praise. 

So what follows is not a pronouncement for the benefit of 
man, but of praise for the plan of God. 

Verse 14 

Glory to God In the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men. 

A better translation would be "peace on earth to men of goodwill." 

A paraphrase - 

The light of God, which shines in the highest realms of 
heaven, now shines on the earth bringing peace to those 
men in whom He is well-pleased. 

Here was the host of Heaven - the soldiers of the Lord God - 
proclaiming and professing peace to the world through the birth of 
the Savior. 

Verse 15 



And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us 
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
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God is sovereign and His will is eternal. 

His plan will be carried out in spite of every attempt of man to 
thwart it. 

He calls us by His own will and authority to join the family of God 
- to become disciples - to become Sons of God - to become like 
Christ. 

He invites us all to come and "see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us." 
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